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WELCOME TO Q •Skills for Success
Q: Skills for Success is a six-level series with two strands, 

Reading and Writing and Listening and Speaking.

R E A D IN G  AND W R IT IN G  L IS T E N IN G  AND S P E A K IN G

I

STUD EN T A N D TEA C H ER  IN FORM ED ____________________________________________ ____________

Q : S k i l l s  f o r  S u c c e s s  is t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a n  e x t e n s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s  i n v o lv in g  t h o u s a n d s  

o f  t e a c h e r s  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r ld .  T h e i r  v ie w s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  h e l p e d  

s h a p e  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  s e r ie s .  0  is g r o u n d e d  in  t e a c h i n g  t h e o r y  a s  w e ll  a s  r e a l - w o r ld  

c l a s s r o o m  p r a c t i c e ,  m a k in g  it t h e  m o s t  l e a r n e r - c e n te r e d  s e r ie s  a v a i la b le .
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To the Teacher
Highlights of the Q: Skills for Success Teacher's Handbook

LEA R N IN G  O U TC O M ES

As you probably know  from  your ow n teaching 
experience, students w a n t to know  the point o f a 
lesson. They w a n t to  know  the “w hy" even w h en  they 
understand  the  "how.” In the classroom, the “w hy" is 
the learn ing  outcome, and to be successful, students 
need to k now  it. T he learning outcom e provides a 
clear reason fo r classroom w o rk  and helps students 
m eaningfully  access n ew  m aterial.

Each u n it in O xford’s Q: Skills fo r  Success series 
builds a round a thought-provoking question related 
to  that u n it’s unique learn ing  outcome. S tudents learn 
vocabulary to  answ er the u n it question; consider new  
inform ation  related to  the  u n it’s them e that utilizes this 
vocabulary; use this inform ation  to th in k  critically about 
new  questions; and  use those answ ers to practice the 
new  listening, vocabulary, gram m ar, pronunciation, and 
speaking skills they  need to  achieve the u n it’s learning 
outcome.

ễ a£  Unit QUESTION 
H  Who makes you laugh?

• —

laughter

LISTENING • listening for specific information LEARNING OUTCOME
VOCABULARY. synonyms 
GRAMMAR • simple prewnl (or informal narratives 
PRONUNCIATION • simple present third-person -I/-M 
SPEAKING • using eye contact, pause, and tone of voice

It 
(

HI 
111 

1

IS points 1 0  points 0 points

Clear a s se s sm e n ts  a llo w  b o th  
te a c h e rs  a n d  s tu d e n ts  to  c o m m e n t 
o n  a n d  m e a su re  lea rn e r o u tco m es .

Each aspect o f  the learn ing  process in the Q series 
builds tow ard  com pleting the learn ing  outcome. This 
interconnected process o f considering new  inform ation 
is at the heart o f a critical th ink ing  approach and form s 
the basis o f the students’ w o rk  in each unit o f the 
Q series. A t the  end o f the  unit, students com plete a 
practical project bu ilt around the learning outcome.

Learning outcomes create expectations in the classroom: 
expectations o f w h a t students w ill learn, w h a t teachers 
w ill teach, and w h a t lessons w ill focus on. Students 
benefit because they  know  they  need to learn content 
fo r a purpose; teachers benefit because they  can plan 
activities that reinforce the know ledge and skills students 
need to com plete the  learning outcom e. In  short, 
learning outcom es provide the focus that lessons need.

In th is  ex a m p le  unit, 
s tu d e n ts  are  asked  
to  th in k  a b o u t  w h o  
m ak es th e m  laugh  
w h ile  p re p a rin g  to  
tell th e ir o w n  jo k e  o r 
fu n n y  story.

T he u n it a ss ig n m e n t ties  
in to  th a t  u n it 's  u n iq u e  
lea rn in g  o u tc o m e .

f Unit Assignment: Tell a joke or a 
funny story

Unit Question (5 minutes)

Refer students back to the ideas they discussed at the 
beginning o f  the unit about w h o  makes them  laugh. 
Cue students i f  necessary by asking specific questions 
about the content o f the unit: W hy did people think 
Jackie O ian  was funny? W hat ad\ice did we hear about 
how to be funny? W hat skills can you use to make your 
jokes and stories more entertaining?

Learning Outcome

1. Tie the U nit Assignm ent to the unit learning  
outcome. Say: The outcome for this unit is to use 
appropriate eye contact, rone of voice, and pauses to 
tell a funny story or a joke to your classmates. Tins 
i ’nir Assignment is going tủ lei you show that you 
can do that as well as correctly use and pronounce the 
simple present.



C R IT IC A L  TH IN K IN G

A critical th ink ing  approach asks students to  process n ew  inform ation  and to 
learn how  to apply that inform ation  to a n ew  situation. Teachers m igh t set learning 
outcom es to give students targets to hit— for example: "After th is  lesson, give three 
reasons w hy people im m igrate”— and the m aterials and exercises in the lesson 
provide students w ith  the know ledge and skills to  th in k  critically and discover their 
three reasons.

Questions are im portan t catalysts in  the critical th ink ing  process. Questions 
encourage students to  reflect on and apply their know ledge to  n ew  situations. 
Students and teachers w ork  together to understand, analyze, synthesize, and  evaluate 
the lesson’s questions and content to reach the stated outcomes. As students become 
m ore fam iliar w ith  these stages of the critical th ink ing  process, they  w ill be able 
to use new  inform ation to complete tasks m ore efficiently and in  unique and 
m eaningful ways.

m .  Critical Thinking 

In Activity B, you 
have to  restate 
o r say again  in 
p e rh ap s a d ifferen t 
way, so m e  of th e  
inform ation you 
learned  in th e  tw o  
readings. Restating 
is a g o o d  w ay to  
review  inform ation.

B (10 minutes)
1. Introduce die U nit Question, W hy do people 

immigrate to other countries? Ask related information 
questions or questions about personal experience
to help students prepare for answering the more 
abstract unit question: D id you immigrate to this 
country? What were your reasons fo r  leaving your 
home country? What were your reasons fo r  choosing 
your new country? W hat did you bring with you?

2. Tell students: Let's start off our discussion by listing 
reasons w hy people might immigrate. For example, we 
could start our list with  finding w ork because many 
people look fo r  jobs in new countries. But there are 
many other reasons why people immigrate. W hat else 
can w e think of?

T h ro u g h o u t th e  S tu d e n t Book, Critical Thinking Tips 
a c c o m p a n y  c e rta in  ac tiv ities , h e lp in g  s tu d e n ts  to  
p ra c tic e  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  th e s e  critical th in k in g  skills.

Critical Thinking Tip (1 minute)

1. Read the tip aloud.

2. Tell students that restating also helps to ensure 
that they have understood som ething correctly. 
After reading a new  piece o f  inform ation, they 
should try to restate it to a classmate w h o  has also 
read the inform ation, to ensure that they  both 
have the sam e understanding o f  information.

T h e  0  Teacher's Handbook  fe a tu re s  n o te s  o fferin g  
q u e s tio n s  fo r e x p a n d e d  th o u g h t  a n d  d iscussion .

C R IT IC A L  Q EX PA N SIO N  A C T IV IT IE S

T he Q Teacher's Handbook expands on the critical 
th inking  approach w ith  the Critical Q  Expansion 
Activities. These activities allow  teachers to facilitate 
m ore practice for their students. T he Critical Q 
Expansion Activities supplem ent the Q Student Book by 
expanding on skills and language students are practicing.

In today’s classrooms, it's necessary that students 
have the ability to apply the skills they have learned 
to new  situations w ith  materials they have never seen 
before. Q ’s focus on critical th inking  and the Q Teacher's 
Handbook's em phasis on practicing critical th inking  skills 
through the Critical Q  Expansion Activities prepares 
students to excel in this im portan t skill.

T he e a sy -to -u se  ac tiv ity  su g g e s tio n s  
in c re ase  s tu d e n t  p ra c tice  a n d  success 
w ith  critical th in k in g  skills.

Critical Q: Expansion Activity

Outlining

1. Explain to  studen ts: A popular way to prepare 
to outline one's ideas is to use a cluster map. In a 
cluster map, a big circle is drawn in the middle o f a 
page or on the board, and a main point is written 
inside it— this w ill becom e the topic sentence in 
the outline.

2 . Then explain: Next, lines are drawn away from the 
circle and new, smaller circles are attached to the 
other end c f  those lines. Inside each o f the smaller 
circles, ideas are written which relate to the mom

, point— these becom e supporting  sentences in
the outline.
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2 1 ST C E N T U R Y  S K IL L S

Both the  academic and professional w orlds are becom ing increasingly interdependent. The 
toughest problem s are solved only w h en  looked at from  m ultiple perspectives. Success in  the 
2151 cen tu ry  requires m ore than  ju s t core academic know ledge— though th at is still crucial. Now, 
successful students have to  collaborate, innovate, adapt, be self-directed, be flexible, be creative, 
be tech-literate, practice team w ork, and be accountable— both individually and in groups.

Q approaches language learn ing  in ligh t o f  these im portan t 21st C en tu ry  Skills. Each u n it asks 
students to practice m any o f these attributes, from  collaboration to innovation  to  accountability, 
while they  are learn ing  n ew  language and content. T he Q Student Books focus on these 
increasingly im portan t skills w ith  unique team , pair, and individual activities. Additionally, the 
Q Teacher’s Handbooks provide support w ith  easy-to-use 21st C en tu ry  Skill sections fo r  teachers 
w h o  w a n t to incorporate skills like “openness to other people’s ideas and opinions” into th eừ  
classrooms b u t aren’t sure w h ere  to start.

Q Online Practice is an online w orkbook that gives students quick access to  all-new  content 
in a range o f additional practice activities. T he interface is in tuitive and user-friendly, allow ing 
students to focus on enhancing  th eữ  language skills.

For the  teacher, Q Online Practice includes a digital grade book providing im m ediate and 
accurate assessment o f each s tu d en t’s progress. Sưaightforw ard  individual student o r class 
reports can be view ed onscreen, printed, o r exported, giving you com prehensive feedback 
on w h a t students have m astered or w here they need m ore help.

Teacher’s Access Code Cards for the digital grade book are available upon adoption 
or for purchase. Use the access code to register for your Q Online Practice account at 
w w w .O onlinepractice.com .

These features o f the  Q: Skills fo r  Success series enable you to  help your students develop the 
skills they  need to succeed in  their fu ture  academic and professional careers. By using learning 
outcom es, critical th inking , and 21st cen tury  skills, you help students gain a deeper knowledge 
o f the m aterial they are presented w ith , both in  and out o f the classroom.
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Explicit skills instruction
e n a b le s  s tu d e n ts  to  m e e t  th e ir  
ac a d e m ic  a n d  p ro fessional goals.

Q  connects critical thinking, language skills, 
and learning outcomes.

Unit QUESTION

Who makes 
you laugh?

T h o u g h t-p ro v o k in g  unit questions e n g a g e  
s tu d e n ts  w ith  th e  to p ic  a n d  p ro v id e  a critical 
thinking framework fo r th e  unit.

H a v in g  th e  le a rn in g  o u tco m e  is  im p o r ta n t  b e c a u s e  it g iv e s  s tu d e n ts  a n d  C l  ỊÉ  
te a c h e rs  a  c le a r  id e a  of w h a t th e  p o in t  o f e a c h  ta s k /a c t iv i ty  i n  th e  u n i t  is. f  f  

L a w ren ce  L a w so n , P a lo m a r  C ollege, C a lifo rn ia

i m m M S M i

Clearly id en tified  learning outcomes focus 
s tu d e n ts  o n  th e  g o al o f  th e ir  in s tru c tio n .

viii Quick G uide


